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www.mvdeanairwagov BOARD MEETING MINUTES

The Board of Directors of the Northwest Clean Air Agency met at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, March

9, 2023, at 1600 South Second Street, Mount Vernon, WA.

CALL TO ORDER

Board of Directors Chairman Ron Wesen called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF PRIOR BOARD MEETING MINUTES

On motion by Todd Donovan, seconded by Melanie Bacon, the minutes for the Feb. 9, 2023,

meeting were approved 4—0. (Tara Hizon arrived short/y after the vote and Terry Nyman

approved Todd Donovan t0 sign the minutes on his beha/f.)

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Skagit County Ron Wesen

Island County Melanie Bacon
Tara Hizon

Whatcom County Todd Donovan

Member—At—Large Terry Nyman via ZOOM

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Brian Heinrich
Mary Hudson

ALSO PRESENT:

NWCAA staff members Mark Buford, Alicia Huschka, Toby Mahar, Agata

Mclntyre, Seth Preston, and Laurie Caskey—Schreiber

Legal counsel Svend Brandt—Erichsen
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difficult to service this area. San Juan County staff recognize that there are benefits
in having the NWCAA regulations apply to their sources in their county. Buford
believes that the Agency and Board should work on a decision in 2023, and the
earliest that this change could take effect would be July 1, 2024.

o The Solar panel project for the NWCAA building is progressing. HKP Architects has
been assessing the structural integrity of the building to determine future placement
of the panels. The Agency is also looking to include six charging stations for electric
vehicles in our parking lot.

o Agency staff continue to work on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Budget. A draft budget
will be presented to the Advisory Council on March 23, 2023. The Finance Committee

(Hizon, Wesen, & Heinrich) will be meeting at 12 p.m. on April 13 prior to the Board
meeting to discuss the proposed NWCAA FY 2024 budget. Lunch will be provided at
the committee meeting. The full Board will review the budget during the May Board
meeting.

New source review and air operatinq permit update - Aqata Mclntyre

NWCAA Engineering Manager Agata Mclntyre reported on the February 2023 construction

permit (new source review) activity.

- During February, the Agency received two applications for construction permits and
five new permits were issued.

o One of the permit approvals issued in February was for a new crematorium, called
Simple Cremation, located in Bellingham. This is a new human crematory; it will
have electronic monitoring and an afterburner to control smoke.

Two other permit approvals were for the Post Point Wastewater Treatment Plant,
both involve changes to their permits. However, no physical changes were proposed
to the incinerators. The permit changes were to increase their “on-paper" maximum
hourly feed rates to provide operating flexibility. The on-paper feed rates are lower
than the incinerator’s physical capacity. They provide a legal limit for regulatory

purposes.

Enforcement update — Toby Mahar‘

NWCAA Compliance Manager Toby Mahar reported on February 2023 enforcement and

provided the following highlights of compliance activities.

o NWCAA issued the following two Notice of Violations (NOVs) in February:

o Case 4637 — Sierra Pacific emitted about 30 tons of excess carbon monoxide
during the period of 6/19/22 through 7/11/22 from the wood—fired boiler.

o Case 4638 — Healthy Pet is late in conducting required source testing on a
wood-fired heater.

The Phillips 66 Refinery had a hydrogen fluoride leak on February 6, 2023. Their in—house

system detected the leak, and they used water to control the vapors. The agency is
investigating the incident.






